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PREFACE. 


In  preparing  this  work  the  author  has  expressed  only 
her  true  sentiments  without  regará  to  political  affilia- 
tions  or  any  sect  or  creed  whatsoever.  The  fu  11  purpose 
is  to  convey  to  beloved  woman  the  freedom  of  thought, 
speech,  and  above  all  the  freedom  and  equality  of  ballot. 
Whereby  the  legislation  of  our  country  may'be  purified. 


Temperance  Grounds. 


Safe  on  the  grounds  of  temperance, 
Safe  with  the  right  alway, 
Safe  when  we  work  and  plead 
Just  as  we  kneel  and  pray. 
Hark !    'tis  the  voice  of  woman, 
Carried  in  prayer  to  God, 
Asking  the  Father  to  save 
Those  who  are  under  the  rod. 

Safe  on  the  grounds  of  temperance, 
Safe  from  the  open  den ; 
And  the  temptations  alluring 
Our  dear  boys  as  well  as  our  men. 
Say,  can  a  mother  rest  sweetly, 
Free  from  all  doubt  and  fear, 
When  her  own  loved  ones  are  treading 
The  broad  way  by  starting  on  beer? 

Safe  when  you  touch,  taste,  or  handle  not, 

That  which  will  ruin  your  soul ; 

Safe  when  God's  laws  you  remember 

And  touch  not  the  poisonous  bowl. 

Say,  will  you  heed  the  warning 

Of  one  who  would  bring  to  you  joys; 
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Say,  will  yon  help  the  women, 
Yes,  help  them  to  save  the  boya? 

God  help  us  all  to  remember 
That  \ve  belong  to  Thee, 
And  with  our  prayers  and  our  eíforts 
Strive  the  imprisoned  to  free. 
Free,  yes  free  us  one  and  all, 
From  all  the  stains  of  sin. 
Take  from  our  midst  dread  alcohol, 
And  cleanse  us  without  and  within. 
Safe  on  the  grounds  of  temperance, 
Safe  with  the  right  ahvay, 
Safe  when  we  work  and  ple&d 
Just  as  we  kneel  and  pray. 
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"Don't  and  Do"  Give  the  Women  the  Ballot. 


HAN  SAYS: 
Don't  give  the  women  the  ballot, 
For  this  is  man  's  work  you  know ; 
Don't  give  the  women  the  ballot, 
Our  efforts  she'll  all  overthrow. 
Oh  !     I  pray  you  don  't  give  her  the  ballot, 
But  keep  her  at  home  with  the  boys ; 
Don't  give  her  the  ballot  I  tell  you, 
We  don't  want  a  woman's  Greek  laws. 

WOriAN  SAYS: 

Yes,  give  to  the  women  the  ballot, 
And  help  us  to  use  it  aright, 
That  none  of  you  ever  will  after 
Regret  that  we  walk  in  the  light. 
The  glorious  light  from  the  ballot, 
That  will  shine  over  mountain  and  glen. 
Don't  de'spise  the  work  of  the  women, 
But  help  us,  ye  brave-hearted  men. 

HAN  SAYS: 

Don't  give  the  women  the  ballot, 
For  then  all  our  trouble  begins ; 
Don't  give  the  women  the  ballot, 
For  she'll  expose  all  our  sins. 


10  FBANCHISE. 

Oh !     I  pray  you  don't  give  her  the  ballot, 
But  keep  her  at  horne  with  the  boys ; 
Don't  give  her  the  ballot  I  tell  yon, 
We  don't  want  a  woman's  Grreek  laws. 

WOriAN  SAYS: 

We'll  make  them  to  suit  the  good   people, 
And  bind  them  so  strong  and  so  true, 
And  seal  with  a  love  for  all  nations, 
This  is  just  what  we're  anxious  to  do. 
Then  give  to  the  women  the  ballot, 
Don't  think  \ve  will  use  it  amiss, 
For  while  you  are  one  of  his  creatures 
Fair  woman  also  is  his. 
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FRANCHISE. 


I  do  not  wish  to  speak  ill  of  any  people  or  party.  I 
"wish,  as  a  Christian  lady,  to  speak  in  defense  of  the  hun- 
•dreds  of  thousands  of  American  Citizens  born  and  brought 
np  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  yet  without  power  and 
authority  (by  ballot)  toprotect  even  the  property  ourown 
hands  have  toiled  to  accumulate. 

Woman's  incentive  in  working  her  way  into  the 
political  interests  of  the  country  has  been  prompted  and 
hrought  about  chiefly  on  account  of  the  lax  methods  em- 
ployed  by  the  opposite  sex  in  legislating  against  the 
evils  of  the  day. 

We  are  not  a  free  people.  I  repeat  it — We  are  not  a 
íree  people.  Many  of  our  legislators  are  afraid  to  vote,  or 
-even  speak,  their  true  sentiments. 

How  much  woüld  I,  or  any  other  mother,  rather  sit 
around  our  fireside  and  listen  to  the  prattle  of  our  little 
ones,  than  take  upon  ourselves  such  responsibilities  as  the 
ballot  engenders.  Yet  when  we  look  into  the  eyes  of  our 
darlings  we  fear  for  their  fu  ture. 

Hear  what  the  "Wine  and  Spirit  Grazette"  says,  a 
paper  upholding  the  saloon  and  all  its  accessories,  and 
whose  sentiment  is  backed  by  hundreds  of-  thousands  of 
xingodly  men :  "Let  them  enact  any  laws  that   they  may 
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deem  proper,  for  the  sentiment  back  of  it  is  not  strong 
enough  to  sustain  it.  We  can  have  our  own  way  now! 
Only  for  God's  sake  keep  woman's  hand  out  of  the  ballot- 
box."  They  say  "for  God\s  sake."  I  would  say,  no  not 
for  God's  sake,  but  for  ungodly  man's  sake,  keep  woman 
in  the  political  background.  Our  principal  opponónte 
come  from  just  this  eource. 

We  are  not  laboring  for  honor,  neither  are  we  a  body 
of  office  seekers.  But  we  are  laboring  for  God  and  home, 
and  are  willing  to  be  persecuted,  simply  that  the  cause 
of  temperance  and  right  may  prevail.  True  there  are 
creeds  we  cannot  accept;  there  are  doctrines  we  cannot 
endorse  ;  there  are  laws  we  may  be  compelled  to  accept ; 
but  no  municipality  or  nation  can  compel  us  to  endorse 
them. 

If ,  therefore,  we  wish  to  be  blameless  under  the  laws 
of  a  country,  we  mustnot  transgress  its  laws.  There  is  no 
cali  for  martyrs  in  this  age  of  civilización.  The  Anarchists 
found  in  our  great  cities  transgressing  our  laws,  when  the 
strong  arm  of  justice  is  lain  upon  them  and  their  punish- 
ment  is  meted  out  to  them  in  proportion  to  their  trans- 
gression,  choose  to  term  themselves  martyrs.  I  say  they 
are  crimináis  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  criminal.  We 
should  be  law  abiding  citizens.  If  the  people  we  have 
chosen  to  make  the  laws  governing  us  as  a  people  and  a 
nation  choose  to  prepare  for  the  repast  of  the  public 
dishes  not  palatable,  we  will  have  to  change  our  legisla- 
tors  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  or  eat  from  the  meat 
served   from   their   tables.      Fie   on  the  laboring  men  of 
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America  who  cany  banners  and  tramp  liundreds  of  miles 
to  our  National  Capital,  to  make  requests  for  certain  ap- 
propriations  by  them  deemed  necessaiy  for  the  good  of 
the  country  and  the  masses  of  laboring  men.  Yon  ma-y 
•say  they  f onnd  friends ;  certainly  they  found  friends.  "Who 
is  not  a  friend  of  the  honest,  npright  laborer  of  Amer- 
ica? Bnt  my  friends  there  are  mistakes  so  grave  in  this 
matter  of  legislaron  that  even  the  wisest  heads  in  the 
Ñation  cannot  nnravel.  Is  it  a  mistake  to  elect  a  gambler 
to  our  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives.  Is  it  a  mis- 
take to  elect  a  tippler  to  our  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives,  State  or  National?  Is  it  a  mis- 
take to  elect  as  Mayor  of  your  city  one  who  belongs 
to  either  of  tríese  classes?  Is  it  a  mistake  to  place 
men  "on  our  School  Board  who  belongs  to  either  of 
these  classes,  and  who  have  not  the  interest  of  education 
at  heart?  I  leave  these  questions  for  your  consideration. 
But  if  my  opinión  were  asked  on  this  question,  I  would 
say  "in  the  ñame  of  God  select  the  very  best  you  have." 
The  man  of  the  greatest  ability  is  not  always  the  man ;  the 
man  with  money  to  canvas  State,  County,  City  or  Village 
is  not  always  the  man ;  but  the  man  who  fears  Grod,  not 
man.  It  makes  no  difference  to  me,  and  shoulcl  make  no 
difference  to  you,  whether  he  is  found  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Populist,  Prohibitionist,  Republican  or  Democratic  party. 
There  is  no  party  that  has  not  within  itself  good  enough 
material  to  serve  its  purpose.  There  is  no  church  that 
has  not  within  it  good  enough  to  serve  its  purpose.  There 
should  be   no  family  that  has  not  within  it  good  enough 
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to  Berve  its  purpose.  Yet  in  the  last  we  are  not  so  posi- 
tive. 

Church  and  State  each  require  a  multiplicity  of  fam- 
ilies.  And  we  readily  concede  that  if  we  have  a  very 
great  number  from  which  to  select  we  are  more  apt  to 
get  good  material. 

People  from  the  Bmaller  cities  and  villages  go  to  the 
metrópolis  totrade.  Why?  They  say  they  have  a  greater 
variety  from  which  to  select.  They  have  more  kinds  and 
colora,  and  styles,  etc.  There  is  a  class  of  people  who  harp 
moderatioii  and  oppose  excess. 

Excess  in  drinking.  Yes  excess.  Modérate  drinking 
tó  them  is  harmless.  They  have  an  occasional  glass  of 
wine  in  their  home  eircle,  or  an  occasional  keg  of  beer  on 
tap  in  their  cellar.  But  the  idea  of  that  loved  son  going 
to  a  salooD  for  a  drink  would  be  criminal. 

The  saloon  to  them  is  a  place  for  the  low  and  vicious,. 
a íul  drunkenness  is  criminal. 

Sucli  ideas,  such  homes,  such  mothers'trainingismis^ 
leading,  and  bringing  to  ruin  too  many  young  men.  I 
never  see  a  woman  taste  Avine,  or  give  to  another  wine, 
through  what  she  may  deem  a  fulfillment  of  social  de- 
mands,  but  what  I  am  compelled  to  say,  "thou  blind  de- 
luded  sister." 

It  reminds  me  of  an  incident  I  read  recently  of  a 
mother  who  had  a  little  four-year  oíd  son  who  was  ad- 
dicted  to  the  habit  of  swearing. 

The  mother  in  conversation  with  a  friend  said  it  was 
strange  how  her  little  son  would  swear,  and  seemed  to  have 
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such  a  variety  of  wicked  words  at  his  command.  Then 
tumirig  to  the  little  fellow  she  said  :  "Comehere  Johnny 
and  swear  f or  the  lady . ' '  Now  it  is  very  easy  to  see  the 
absurdity  of  that  mother's  training.  Yet  niy  friends  this 
is  no  more  an  overdrawn  picture  than  the  first.  The  first 
mother  teaches  her  son  intemperance,  the  second  mother 
teaches  her  son  profanity.  Greville  once  said,  "It  is  often 
better  to  have  a  great  deal  of  harm  happen  to  one  than  a 
little.  A  great  deal  may  rouse  yon  to  remove,  what  a 
little  might  only  accustom  yon  to  endure."  At  the  pres- 
ent  time  men  generally  take  charge  of  the  financial  inter- 
ests  of  the  home,  leaving  the  moral  and  religious  interests 
to  the  mother.  As  in  the  family  life  so  it  is  in  the 
National  life. 

Man  thinks  and  plans  for  the  material  interests  of 
the  family  and  country,  paying  little  attention  to  that 
which  should  most  concern  him.  Some  one  has  said  (and 
I  endorse  the  sentiment),  "National  affairs  will  not  reach 
its  goal  until  the  hand  and  mind  that  guards  the  interests 
of  the  home,  can  also  throw  the  power  and  influence  of 
tender,  yet  firm,  of  christian,  yet  patriotic,  of  politic  yet 
motherly  influence  into  our  National  Ballot-box." 

Cali  me  a  fanatic,  if  you  please,  but  never  cease  be- 
cause  I  would  cast  my  ballot  if  I  could,  to  cali  me  a  true, 
faithful,  and  loving  wife  and  mother. 

Bacon  once  asked  this  question :  '  'Who  taught  the 
ant  to  bite  every  grain  of  corn  she  buried  in  her  hill  lest  it 
take  root  and  grow? ' ' 

This  government  has  buried,  as  itwere,  the  women  of 
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our  great  Republic  in  an  ant  hill  for  more  than  a  century. 
But  thanks  to  the  being  who  created  us,  we  have  never 
been  killed. 

Legislation  has  not  been  so  wise  as  the  ant.  for  we 
find  the  women  of  America  after  so  long  a  time  rising 
pluenix-like  and  demanding  her  rights. 

Let  us  have  done  with  vain  regrets  for  the  past :  lnt 
us,  if  we  have  one  talent  double  it  by  improving  the  pres- 
ent;  looking  forward  with  perfect  eonfidenee  in  the  prorn- 
iees  of  God;  because  we  are  his  ereatures,  and  striving  to 
do  his  will. 

In  the  American  Social  Science  Association  in  Sara- 
toga  the  question  was  put :  "YVhat  is  woman  for?"  Dif- 
ferent  publishers  answered  the  question  in  very  beautiful 
style.  But  the  answer  which  most  impressed  me.  was 
given  by  the  New  York  Sun,  thus :  "She  is  for  soul,  for 
thought,  for  romance,  for  beauty,  and  for  man.  She  is 
for  this  world  and  for  other  worlds.  She  is  for  all  time 
and  after  time.  She  is  for  memory  and  for  hope.  She  is 
for  dreams  beauteous.  She  is  for  poetry  and  art.  She  is 
for  the  fulfillment  of  the  human  imagination.  She  is  for 
the  household  and  her  mate.  She  is  for  everything  that 
is  wortb.  anything.  She  is  for  earth  and  heaven.  She  is 
the  crown  of  creation  ;  the  consummate  masterpiece  of  na- 
ture." 

There  is  one  seiitence  especially  that  impresses  me, 
"She  is  for  everything  that  is  worth  anything." 

This  sentence  exc ludes  woman  from  nothing  that  is 
good  for  anything.     Certainly  she  has  no  desire  to  mingle 
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her  voice,  her  talents,  her  efforts,  her  ambitions,  her  aspir- 
ations,  her  liope,  her  love,  with  and  for  things  useless  and 
of  no  valué  on  earth. 

If  she  is  for,  and  so  conceded  by  leaders  in  christian- 
íty,  everything  that  is  worth  anything,  we  have  all  we 
ask,  all  we  demand,  all  God  gives.  We  ask  nothing 
from  Satán ;  enough  comes  from  that  source  which  by  the 
grace  of  God  we  are  given  power  to  overeóme.  Again — 
"She  is  the  crown  of  creation."  The  crown,  the  topmost 
piece,  the  covering  of  the  head.     The  crown — think    of   it. 

If  wise,  she  adonis  it,  if  unwise  she  covers  it  with  a 
mantle  of  charity.  "The  consummate  masterpiece  of 
nature."  Masterpiece.  We  speak  of  a  masterpiece  of  art 
and  we  know  it  is  the  finest,  the  clearest,  the  best  out- 
lined,  the  most  expressive,  and  still  the  most  delicate  per- 
haps  in  color,  the  most  harmonious  in  blend  that  is  given 
us  from  the  hand  of  the  artist  as  his  masterpiece  of  work- 
manship  and  art. 

God  created  man  superior  to  woman  in  physical  pow- 
ers  of  endurance  only;  mentally  and  morally  equal.  Ibe- 
lieve  I  should  say,  woman  morally  is  superior  to  man. 
She  seems  naturally  to  cling  closer,  to  endure  more,  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  God's  creatures, 
than  does  man.  She  is  more  sympathetic,  more  generous, 
more  charitable  than  man.  And  I  do  not  believe  that 
God's  will  is  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven  so  long  as 
woman  is  treated  as  his  inferior,  and  her  rights  and  priv- 
ileges  as  a  citizen,  a  wife  and  mother  are  trampled  in  the 
dust  at  her  feet. 

Why  am  not  I   the  sacred  guardián  of    my  children 
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and  my  home,  worthy  of  giving  to  my  child  a  restrain- 
ing  law,  which  will  not  only  be  a  present  blessing  but 
which  will  be  blessed  by  my  posterity? 

Why  is  not  woman  if  God  leads  her  out  as  a  servant 
of  bis,  and  as  be  points  to  Calvary  says  unto  her,  "Go 
forth,  spread  the  glad  tidings,  tell  to  all  nations."  Why 
is  she,  bis  handiwork,  excluded  from  certain  fields?  If  her 
place  is  everywhere  and  anything  that  is  worth  anything. 
Answer  that  question  if  yon  please. 

We  know  there  is  no  privilege  without  a  correspond- 
ing  responsibility.  If  we  want  tobe  Christians  we  must 
place  otirselves  in  an  attitude  in  which  we  can  best  work 
against  sin.  Sin  of  whatever  kind.  Whether  it  be  a  vio- 
lation  of  the  first  or  tenth  commandment.  We  must  stand 
firm,  grasping  nothing  with  our  hands,  but  with  our 
feet  rooted  and  grounded  in  faith  ;  eyes  turned  toward 
God;  hands  extended  even  unto  the  very  heavens  against 
sin,  plead  with  the  Father.  And  this  is  not  all,  we  nrnst 
then  help  God  answer  our  prayers.  What  our  hands  find 
to  do.  do  it,  leaving  the  consequences  with  God.  Renieni- 
bering  that  Paul  planted,  Apollus  watered,  but  God  gave 
the  increase.  God  created  Angels  in  Heaven.  But  created 
man  and  placed  him  upon  earth.  We  do  notexpect  to  try 
in  any  manner  to  reverse  God's  plans.  But  by  cliristian 
influences  and  charitable  works,  to  so  lift  man  from  bis 
fallen  condition  that  he  may  be  brought  to  see  a  new 
light  and  enjoy  a  new  peace. 

Friction,  not  revolution,  is  what  destroys  machinery. 
Beecher  says :     "Fear  secretes  acids ;   but  love  and  trust 
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are  sweet  juices."  When  I  first  read  that  saying  I  could 
but  think  if  we  were  all  to  look  after  the  sweet  juices 
instead  of  tlie  acids,  how  much  happier  man  might  be 
to-day.  Carlysle  tells  us  we  toueh  heaven  when  we  lay 
óur  hand  on  a  human  body.  This  is  true,  and  if  we  think 
well  of  his  saying,  we  will  consicler  man  the  mystery  of 
God,  with  a  heart  capable  of  receiving  impressions. 
Therefore  laughter  and  joy  should  dimple  the  cheek,  not 
furrow  the  brow,  of  one  who  works  for  the  bettering  of 
man's  condition. 

}Ye  should  learn  to  admire  rightly ;  this  is  the  great- 
est  pleasure  of  life.  Great  men  admire  great  things. 
Thackery  tells  us  "It  is  only  narrow  spirits  that  admire 
basely,  and  worship  meanly."  Give  honor  to  whom  honor 
is  due.  Or  in  other  words,  render  unto  Cassar  the  things 
that  are  Csesars.  If  a  person  arrives  at  the  topmost  round 
of  the  ladder  of  fame,  let  us  remember,  it  was  not  at- 
tained  by  a  single  effort,  but  continued  untiring  effort  is 
what  has  placed  him  in  his  exalted  position. 

Our  best  efforts  do  not  always  meet  with  the  approval 
they  merit. 

In  view  of  the  legión  of  influences  that  surround 
mankind  to-day,  that  are  operating  to  corrupt  and  débase 
him,  there  can  be  no  effort  put  f orth  too  powerful  to  coun- 
teract  the  evil.  No  sacrifice  too  great  can  be  rnade  to 
mould  and  edúcate  the  minds  of  immortal  men  and  women, 
to  bring  them  to  the  point  where  they  may  together  with 
us,  in  all  harmony  and  with  a  spirit  of  love-  permeating 
every  part  of  their  mortal  being,  help  in  this  great   work 
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Grod  has  intended  us  to  perform.  Sisters,  it  is  our  duty  to 
sowork  and  speak  that  this  work  may  be  carried  on  in  the 
interest  of  friendship,  not  hatred;  of  charity,  not  selfish- 
ness;  of  truth,  not  falsifying. 

Our  noble  work  has  kept  pace  with  the  onward  marcli 
of  time.  Thousanda  of  noble  women  are  devotedly  giving 
their  time  and  their  talents  to  this  work.  But  the  beau- 
tiful  side  of  the  pictüre  can  only  be  revealed  tousthrough 
meditation.  We  have  nothing  beautiful  for  the  eye  to 
gaze  npon.  But  when  weconsider  the  sacrifices  made  that 
man's  condition  may  be  bettered,  we  look  upon  a  pic- 
ture  no  painter  can  produce  on  canvas.  Well  has  it 
been  saidt 

'"Once  in  a  while  the  sun  shines  out, 
And  the  arching  skies  are  a  perfect  blue. 
Once  in  a  while  mid  a  cloud  of  doubt ; 
Faith's  fairest  Btars  come  peeping  through. 

Once  in  a  while  within  our  own, 

We  feel  the  hand  of  a  steadfast  friend; 

Once  in  a  while  we  hear  a  tone, 

Of  love  with  the  hearts  own  voice  to  blend." 

I  sptjak  to  this,  that  and  the  other  oneon  this  subject, 
and  I  often  meet  with  this  response :  "I  don't  belipv<j  in 
this  equal  rights  you  talk  about."  And  I  turn  away.  and 
think,  well.  we  are  on  the  little  boat.  The  majority  seem 
to  be  on  that  great  vessel  I  aee  out  yonder  in  deep  water. 
But  myfriends  I  believe  we  are  on  the  life-boat,  and  if  we 
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just  stay  with  this  little  barque  we  will  be  safely 
anchored. 

Some  one  tells  me  "The  bible  does  not  teach  what 
we  preacli."  The  bible  uses  the  word  man  referring  to  the 
human  race.  Zell  in  his  encyclopedia  defines  man  thus  : 
— The  only  speciescomposing  the  order  of  Mammals  Bi- 
mana.  He  also  says  woman  is  the  equal  and  companion 
of  man.  Not  a  plaything  of  his  caprice,  ñor  a  slave  of  his 
passions.  True  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  govern- 
mental  affairs  have  rested  in  the  hands  of  the  opposite 
sex  ever  since  we  have  liad  a  government. 

But  the  curse  of  our  land  is  growing  to  greater  pro- 
portions.  Now,  man's  equal,  his  companion,  his  helpmate, 
according  to  the  second  chapter  of  Génesis,  is  extending 
willing  hands  to  help  in  this  work  of  reformation.  M'y 
brothers,  if  you  have  prejudices  against  woman's  public 
■work  in  this  line,  banish  them,  let  them  be  cast  to  the 
forewinds  of  heaven.  You  accept  her  council  in  other 
matters  for  the  sake  of  God,  children  and  home,  accept 
her  council  in  this.  Happiness  is  not  perfected  until  it  is 
shared. 

It  is  said  to  be  like  a  sunbeam.  It  may  reach  every 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  universe  without  losing 
any  of  thatbeautiful,  dazzling,  God-given  ray. 

I  often  read  with  much  pleasure  and  satisfaction  a 
beautiful  saying  of  Grun,  which  is  like  this :  "When  God 
formed  the  rose  he  said,  thou  shalt  flourish  and  spread 
thy  perfume.  When  he  commanded  the  sun  to  emerge 
from  chaos,  he  added,  thou  shall   enlighten  and  warm  the 
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worid.  When  he  gave  life  to  the  lark  he  enjoined  upen 
it  to  'soar  and  sing  in  the  air.  Finallyhe  made  man  and 
told  him  to  love.  And  when  he  saw  the  sun  shining,  the 
rose  scattering  its  odors,  heard  the  lark  warble  in  the  air, 
how  can  he  help  loving."  We  are  a  people  whose  center 
link  in  the  great  chaiii  reaching  from  earth  to  heaven  is 
love.  And  while  some  may  seem  more  stern,  others  more 
social,  others  more  strong,  others  intellectually  more  able 
to  performduties  that  may  be  enjoined  upon  them ;  yet 
we  are  all  Grod's  creatures,  and  let  ususe  the  talents  given 
us.  whether  it  be  one  or  ten.  It  is  very  easyto  stand  at  a 
distance  and  by  careful  scrutiny  mark  the  mistakes  of 
others.  I  will  give  an  article  I  read  recently  by  way  of 
illustration : 

"A  military  company  was  practicing  at  rifle  shooting. 
The  Lieutenant  of  the  company  became  indignant  at  the 
poor  shooting,  and  seizing  a  gun  from  one  of  the  privates 
cried,  "I'll  show  yon  how  to  shoot!"  He  loaded  the 
weapon,  took  a  long  aim  and  a  strong  aim,  fired — and 
missed — then  turning  to  the  prívate  who  owned  the  gun, 
he  coolly  replied,  "That's  the  way  you  shoot.1'  He  again 
loaded  the  gun,  took  aim,  fired,  and  missed ;  then  turning 
to  the  second  man  in  the  ranks  he  said,  "that's  the  way 
yon  shoot."  In  this  manner  he  contrived  several  times  to 
miss.  Finally  he  accidentally  hit  the  target ;  "that  boys," 
said  he  (as  he  handed  back  the  gun),  is  the  way  I  shoot." 

This  is  a  very  simple  illustration  of  the  general 
method  or  means  employed  by  the  publie  in  measuring 
the  ability  of  other  people.     No  church  is  quite  so  good  as 
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the  one  with  which  we  are  identified.  No  party  quite  so 
good  as  our  party. 

AVomen  may  think  if  they  have  a  say  in  governmen- 
tal  affairs  it  will  better  the  condition.  Suppose  it  does 
not ;  admitting  that  it  is  not  a  possibility.  If  our  desires 
a,re  granted  and  we  have  equal  opportunities  with  our 
brothers  in  the  governrnent  of  State  and  Nation,  we  can 
no  longer  say,  "that  is  the  way  you  shoot."  Certainly 
woman  who  has  the  power  of  wielding  such  influences  over 
man,  and  who  was  the  cause  of  his  fall,  ought  even  in  this 
Nineteenth  Century  be  given  the  opportunity  of  helping  to 
right  wrong,  of  purifying  the  impure,  of  raising  the  de- 
bauched,  of  striking  with  her  puré  hancl  and  loyal  heart, 
at  the  root  of  the  curse  of  civilized  America.  I  need  not 
say  to  what  I  refer ;  you  all  understand.  I  never  was  so 
seriously  impressed  on  this  subject  as  I  was  last  fall  while 
traveling  in  the  east.  First  I  found  on  the  Pullman  Palace 
Cars  in  which  we  traveled,  men  who  carried  the  accursed 
stuff,  rum,  with  them.  Then  when  far  out  on  the  beauti- 
ful  Potomac  I  gazed  about  me  on  a  lovely  day  and  this 
thought  occurred :  No  saloon  here ;  everyone  too  happy, 
seemingly  too  much  absorbed  in  the  beauties  of  nature  to 
think  of  rum.  But  later,  when  I  left  the  deck,  went  into 
the  cabin  and  different  parts  of  the  vessel,  and  was  admir- 
ing  its  great  and  powerful  machinery,  my  eyes  chanced  to 
fall  upon  a  beautiful  part  of  the  vessel,  from  which 
emerged  many  young  men. 

Being  a  sort  of  investigator  I  went  to  that  part  of  the 
And  there  I  read,  over  an   arched  doorway:     Sa- 
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loon.  Even  on  the  mighty  deep.  I  went  later  to  admire 
that  maeterpiece  of  masonry,  Our  National  Capital. 
Amid  all  its  beauties  of  architecture,  its  statuary,  its 
marvelous  paintings,  its  whisper  gallery,  its  magnificent 
d<  ime,  through  which  we  could  look  up  and  see  the  rays  of  the 
sun  streaming  down  upon  bronze,  and  gilt,  and  marvelous 
sculpture,  and  artistic  drapery ;  and  while  admiring  the 
mighty  work  of  man's  hands,  and  wíth  a  feeling  of  sub- 
limity  that  the  great  natural  light  of  God  should  illumine 
such  beautiful  surroundings,  and  that  man  should  so  pride 
in  this,  our  National  Capital,  my  heart  sank  within  me 
when  amid  such  beautiful  surroundings  man's  hand  was 
seen  to  deal  out  beneath  this  arched,  and  bronzed,  and 
domed,  and  gilded  palace  of  legislatiun,  that  which  God's 
word  tells  us  will  damn  the  soul  of  man. 

Yet  it  is  so.  And  I  must  view  all  this  and  then  simply 
because  God  has  created  me  a  woman,  I  must  hold  my 
peace,  and  not  cry  out  against  it.  No !  By  the  powers  of 
earth  and  heaven.  No !  So  long  as  I  live,  let  my  voice  be 
raised  against  the  accursed  trame.  Though  an  host  are 
eneamped  against  us.my  soul  shall  not  fear.  Though  the 
power  of  satán  may  apply  her  forces,  not  only  on  this  his 
footstool  but  may  also  sail  the  mighty  sea,  may  we  never 
give  up  working  for  the  final  exterminación  of  this  great 
evil. 

May  God's  consecrated  women  joined  hands  with 
G^d's  consecrated  men  all  over  this,  his  footstool,  raise 
mighty  and  powerful  hands  against  all  manner  of  sin. 

And   may  God's   will  be   done  on   earth  as   it  is   in 
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heaven.  I  have  liad  the  privilege  of  visiting  our  State 
Capítol  at  different  times  while  the  Senate  and  House 
were  in  regular  session.  I  also  had  the  privilege  of  being 
present  during  a  session  of  the  United  States  Senate  at 
Washington.  And  I  expected  to  see  manifest  great  legis- 
lative  ability  from  the  President  of  that  body,  as  its  head 
was  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  But  my 
friends  I  do  think  that  Francés  A.  Willard .  and  many 
other  of  her  co-workers  could  preside  with  as  much  dig- 
nity,  and  perhaps  ease,  and  I  do  believe  with  as  much  sat- 
isfaction  to  the  people  of  this  American  Nation.  I  say 
this  with  all  due  respect  and  courtesy  to  our  honored 
Vice-President  Stevenson. 

I  would  therefore  look  upon  politics  with  a  christian 
eye,  not  wishing  to  usurp  authority,  but  to  share  it. 
What  would  the  church  be  to-day  if  woman  did  not  share  its 
responsibilities?  What  would  the  home  be  íf  mother  did  not 
share  its  responsibilities?  To-day  the  wómen  of  Ohiohave 
a  law  given  to  them  permitting  them  the  use  of  the  baí- 
lot  on  the  school  question.  Now  you  sisters  who  have  all 
the  liberty  you  want  are  not  compelled  to  use  this  right. 
Oh,  no !  If  you  don't  want  to  vote,  God  bless  you,  no  one 
is  going  to  compel  you  to.  God  only  gives  grace  unto  you 
as  you  ask  for  it,  and  the  poor  sinner  who  has  enough  of 
the  good  things  of  life  and  is  too  stubborn  to  ask  for  more 
or  even  make  use  of  what  he  has  will  never  be  over-burd- 
ened  by  God. 

If  you  don't  want  to  make  use  of  the  ballot  no  one  is 
going  to  compel  you  to. 
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But  my  dear  sisters  : — While  I  do  want  all  of  the  grace 
of  God  that  can  be  crowded  into  this  little  being  of  mine, 
I  am  williríg  to  accept  other  privileges  if  they  are  offered 
me,  and  if  by  the  use  of  these  privileges  I  may  be  the 
means  in  the  hands  of  God  of  bettering  the  condition  of 
my  brother,  there  can.  be  no  effective  moral  training  which 
is  not  backed  by  religious  feeling  and  obligation.  Liberty 
enlighteneth  the  world.  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
declares  against  taxation.  Then  remove  the  tax  levied  on 
property  held  and  owned  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
American  citizens,  (women),  or  give  to  her  equal  rights. 
As  liberty  enlighteneth  so  does  education ;  and  the  more 
untutored  minds,  the  greater  number  of  the  uneducated 
yon  usher  into  our  Republic,  the  more  corrupt  will  it  be- 
come.      Shakespeare  says : 

"The  mind  impressible  and  soft  at  ease, 
Imbibes  and  copies  what  it  hears  and  sees ; 
And  through  life's  labyrynths  holds  fast  the  clue 
That  education  gives  it,  false  or  true." 

In  an  oíd  copy  of  the  Scientific  American  we  find  some 
queer  analogies  in  nature.  Theforms  of  many  mechanical 
contrivances  in  common  use  may  be  traced  back  to  the 
pattern  furnished  by  nature,  thus  :  The  hogsuggested  the 
plow;  the  butterfly  suggested  the  ordinary  hinge ;  the 
toad-stool  suggested  the  umbrella ;  the  duck  suggested  the 
ships ;  the  fungus  growth  on  trees  suggested  the  bracket. 
It  is  both  interesting  and    amusing  t<>   study  the   resem- 
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blance  between  nature  and  art.  Man  simply  copies  or 
works  over  patterns  furnished  by  the  Creator. 

Christ,  as  he  took  upon  himself  the  form  of  man,  was 
a  good  God-given  exampié  of  man.  Are  we  striving  to  re- 
produce, to  mould  a  character,  to  walk  humbly  before  man, 
to  bear  one  anothers  burdens,  to  minister  to  the  sick,  to 
in  every  way  possible  reproduce  the  greatest,  the  grandest 
God-given  character? 

Dr.  Parkhurst  in  a  recent  lecture  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, made  this  bold  assertion  :  "If  Chicago  had  within 
it  ten  men  who  were  not  marketable  and  not  out  for  self 
glory,  and  who  were  willing  to  take  up  the  work,  a  mighty 
municipal  reform  would  be  wrought." 

If  Lima  had  ten,  or  even  half  that  number  who  were 
willing  to  do  anything  and  everythingfor  municipal  re- 
form here,  we  would  soon  have  a  city  of  which  every  citi- 
zen  would  be  proud. 

The  trouble  is  we  are  cowards. 

"God  works  in  a  mysterous  way, 
His  wonders  to  perform ; 
He  plants  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm." 

There  must  be  a  mighty  reform  in  this  country.  I 
say  there  must  be. 

This  mighty  sea  of  sin  is  surging  from  ocean  to  ocean, 
and  from  the  lakes  to  the  gulf.  And  shall  we  remain 
silent?  I  am  glad  that  the  women  of  America  are  banded 
together  hundreds  of  thousands  strona;,  and  with  banners 
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unfurled  to  heaven  are  using  all  their  ransomed  powers 
against  the  rum-power  of  America.  Yet  one  thing  thou 
lackest — equal  franchise. 

Politically,  women  as  well  as  men  may  differ  in  opin- 
ión. We  may  not  all  be  nurtured  by  the  same  paren t,  and 
these  earthly  fathers  of  ours  do  not  always  give  us  just 
what  we  ask,  ñor  as  soonas  we  ask.  But  if  we  ask  and 
ask,  and  keep  on  asking,  we  eventually  get  what  we  ask 
of  them.  And  I  do  believe  that  the  time  is  notfar  distant 
when  the  great  political  heads  or  fathers  of  American  pol- 
Ltics  will  say  to  the  sisters :  Come!  Let  us  go  up  and 
p<  >ssess  the  land. 

What  sphere  in  life  has  not  felt  the  magnetism  and 
entirasiasm  caused  by  woman's  presence?  Some  one  has 
said :  wiA  Nation'a  eivilization,  permanence  and  stability, 
may  be  measured  by  the  respect  shown  her  women."  If  we 
go  to  África  to-day  what  do  we  find  the  condition  of  her 
women,  and  what  her  eivilization? 

Do  yon  to-day  go  to  África,  to  heathen  India,  or  to 
Pagan  China,  for  your  examples  to  hold  up  before  Ameri- 
can women  and  say:  Reproduce  such  characters,  givn  us 
such  simplicity  and  ignorance  that  we  may  take  them  for 
our  wives  and  the  mothers  of  our  children?  I  imagine  I 
hear  you  saying,  no  !  no  !  a  thousand  times  no  !  But  you 
are  proud  that  you  can  be  associated  with  intelligence,  and 
that  any  or  every  subject  upon  which  you  wish  to  speak', 
you  readily  find  sympathy  and  assistance  in  them. 

You  find  in  this  America  of  ours  women  whose  only 
resource  is  not  only  domestic  economy,   but  whose  intel- 
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lectual  powers  have  expanded  and  taken  in  theology 
physics,  law,  the  sciences  and  the  arts.  And  you  say,  God 
bless  her ;  it  makes  her  a  better  companion,  wife  and 
mother.  You  never  think  of  saying,  because  she  has  filled 
places  of  trust,  because  she  has  copied  in  that  office,  be- 
cause  she  has  taught  in  that  academy,  because  she  has 
lectured  in  that  university,  or  has  come  in  contact  with 
some  of  the  rough  corners  of  life,  that  she  is  less  a  lady. 
Oh,  no !  You  say :  Such  experiences  have  done  her  good. 
She  is  looked  upon  with  pride.  Is  it  not  so?  All  these 
things  we  have  seen  in  the  past. 

Now  woman's  arm  is  extended  again  and  she  says : 
Let  me  enter  the  field  of  politics !  But  you  start,  you  cry 
out,  no  !  It  would  you  say  ruin  the  home  and  make  her 
less  womanly.  All  this  I  am  here  to  deny.  The  reason 
she  seeks  this  right  is  to  protect  this  same  home  some  of 
you  are  afraid  she  would  ruin.  Home !  Home !  The 
dearest  word  except  Jesús.  No  brother,  she  will  protect 
it,  she  will  share  its  joys  and  sorrows  until  the  end  of 
time.  Why  are  you  so  unwilling  to  swing  back  the  door 
on  its  hinges  and  let  enter  the  political  arena  thousands 
of  the  brightest  minds  in  America  when  you  usher  into 
our  Republic  annually  thousands  of  voters  other  coun tries 
expel? 

„,  You  left  home,  family  and  friends,  and  enlisted  in 
the  late  war.  What  for?  To  free  a  race  of  slaves,  to  give 
liberty  to  thcblack  man.  To  make  him  know  and  feel 
that  under  the  laws  of  the  country  he  is  a  free  man.  And 
he  also  has  a  say  in  the  governmental  affairs  of  the   Re- 
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public.  I  once  heard  one  speak  who  in  his  early  life  had 
been  a  slave,  but  who  under  the  glorious  light  of  liberty 
was  enjoying  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  when  I  recall  this  (and  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  liberty 
of  the  black  man),  I  am  compelled  to  say :  Shame  onthe 
man  who  will  willingly  shed  his  life  blood  to  free  a  race 
of  slaves,  and  yet  hold  in  bondage  woman,  his  equal,  his 
companion,  his  mother,  his  sister,  his  daughter,  more  en- 
lightened,  more  intelligent  than  those  for  whom  our 
country  passed  through  a  dark  and  bloody  war. 

Let  us  not  only  have  a  country  in  which  there  are 
no  black  slaves,  but  give  us  a  country  in  which  men  and 
women  are  not  only  free,  but  equal.  May  God  helpyouto 
extend  the  hand  of  political  friendship. 

"Muster  your  wits ; 

Stand  in  defense, 
Or  hide  your  heads  like  cowards, 

And  fly  henee." 

Sisters,  a  word  to  you :  Do  you  think,  or  does  that 
father  think  because  you  as  the  sacred  guardián  of  loved 
sons,  have  gone  into  the  vile  dens  that  surround  him  and 
that  are  striving  to  drag  down  your  son,  and  have  lovingly 
taken  him  by  the  arm  and  admonished  him  to  leave  such 
unholv  surroundings  and  go  home  with  you. 

Do  you  think,  honestly,  to-night,  that  such  exper- 
ience  niade  yon  less  a  mother,  and  a  christian  lady? 
Again — Will  virtue  depart  from  you  more  readily  if  you 
walk  fearlessly  to  the  ballot-box  and  with  holy  hands  de- 
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posit  therein  that  which  says  to  the  American  saloon,  go ! 
That  which  will  protect  your  loved  sons  and  sacred  home ! 
May  God  help  us  all  to  look  at  these  things  in  the  right 
light ;  to  think  of  them  seriously ;  to  consider  them  prayer- 
fully ;  and  to  act  nobly.  And  may  God  so  enlighten  oiir 
understanding  that  the  hearts  and  minds  of  man  and 
woman  may  be  in  harmony.  With  malice  toward  none 
and  charity  for  all. 

And  may  we  have  a  holy  government.  Whether  our 
legislators  be  men  or  women,  may  they  be  patterned  after 
the  Great  Example,  who  cannot  look  upon  sin  with  any 
degree  of  allowance.  And  may  they  legislate  with  puré 
hearts  and  clean  hands/ 
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Woman's  Cali. 


My  sister  'tis  to  thee, 
We  look  to  be  made  free ; 

From  this  dread  sin. 
Long  may  your  cause  abide, 
And  may  the  Lord  provide 
The  fire  by  which  we're  tried. 

Oh,  save  our  land. 

Oh  !  brothers  help  to  save, 
From  a  drunkard's  grave, 

Our  dear  loved  boys. 
Help  in  this  glorious  cause, 
By  giving  holy  laws. 
Oh,  may  we  never  pause, 

But  labor  on. 

When  earth  and  time  are  done, 
Then  may  the  Father's  son 

Look  down  from  heaven, 
And  with  his  hallowed  face, 
Beaming  with  heavenly  grace, 
Cali,  come,  and  take  your  place 

At  my  right  hand. 

[the  exd.] 


